° = ==
An Xiaodong %
— BSc (Hons) in Engineering Physics

During fall 2019, | was nominated by the Department of Applied Physics to
participate in a semester exchange at the Georgia Institute of Technology
(Gatech), where | built connections with students and faculty members,
including Prof. Flavio Fenton. In summer 2021, | reconnected with Prof. Fenton
and joined his Complex Heart Arrhythmias and other Oscillating Systems Lab
to participate in a three-month online Research Experience for Undergraduates
(REU) programme. The purpose of the research was to use the smoothed
particle hydrodynamics (SPH) method to create an interactive fluid dynamics
simulation with graphics processing unit (GPU) acceleration. | participated in
various activities in the lab, including presenting my work to faculty members
at Gatech as the only international student enrolled in the programme. With
satisfactory simulation results, | received an excellent reference letter from
Prof. Fenton, which helped me to secure a PhD offer from Gatech with full
funding. My PhD studies will begin in fall 2022. | am ever more fascinated by
computational physics and thus wish to continue my studies in the area, either
in academia or in industry, to change people’s lives for betterment.
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— BA (Hons) in Fashion & Textiles (Design)
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My four years of study at the ITC have been a roller-coaster ride. | am amazed
by the extraordinary environment that the ITC provides to foster students’
creativity, with its state-of-the-art facilities, technical support and comprehensive
course offering. Apart from nurturing my design ability, the ITC has equipped
me with knowledge that closely aligns with the latest trends of development
in the industry, including knowledge about fashion technology and marketing.

When the pandemic hit, challenges such as student exchange trips cancellation,
studio closures, and classes postponements seemed to pull me away from the
university life | had imagined. However, being surrounded by classmates with
the same goals and vision, | realized that | was not alone. As we all try our best
to adapt to this new normal, | feel that the bond between my classmates and
me is growing stronger than ever, and | am thankful for this. Studying at the ITC
will always be an important chapter in my life.
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